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SUBJECT: EXPULSION OF DEMOCRATIC LAWYERS 
REF: A) SANTIAGO 8140 B) SANTIAGO 8359 

1 . WITH THE END OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS FOLLOWING THE GOC'S 
EXPULSION A MONTH AGO OF LAWYERS EUGENIO VELASCO AND JAIME 
CASTILLO (REF B), THEIR CASE AND THE CONCURRENT DIFFICULTIES 
BETWEEN THE GOC AND CATHOLIC CHURCH (REF A) ARE DISAPPEARING 
FROM PUBLIC VIEW. THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING VELASCO AND 
CASTILLO LAST WEEK ASKED THE SUPREME COURT TO RECONSIDER 
ITS AUGUST 25 REJECTION OF THEIR BRIEF. THE COURT DENIED 

THEIR REQUEST ON SEPTEMBER 2. 

2. THE VELASCO-CASTILLO DECISIONS, HOWEVER. MAY RESULT 
IN A JUDICIAL LIMITATION OF THE GOC'S HITHERTO TOTALLY 
DISCRETIONARY USE OF ITS EXPULSION AUTHORITY, PERHAPS WITH 
IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER GOC ACTIONS UNDER THE STATE OF SIEGE: 

DECREE LAW 81 REQUIRES THAT THE GROUND FOR EXPULSION BE SUBSTANTIATED 

IN THE ACTUAL EXPULSION DECREE. THE GOC'S STATED RATIONALE 

FOR THE LAWYERS' EXPULSION WAS SIMPLY THAT THEY WERE A 

DANGER TO NATIONAL SECURITY. DEFENSE LAWYERS ARGUED THAT 

THIS WAS NOT ENOUGH, AND THAT THE COURTS SHOULD REVIEW 

THE SPECIFIC REASONS FOR THE EXPULSIONS. THE APPEALS COURT 
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AUGUST 25 DECISION (REF B) AFFIRMED ITS RIGHT TO CONSIDER 
THE REASONING BEHIND THE EXPULSIONS. 

3. IN THIS CASE, THE COURT SAID IT HAD SO CONSIDERED THE 
GOVERNMENT'S REASONING. CONCEIVABLY IN FUTURE CASES A 
COURT COULD RULE THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD NOT HAD GOOD 
REASON TO EXPEL SOMEONE-OR TO TAKE SOME OTHER PURELY 
EXECUTIVE ACTION AGAINST A PERSON-AND COULD THEREUPON NULLIFY THE 
GOVERNMENT ACTION. 

4. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS POINT WAS INDICATED TO US BY 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC AND CONSERVATIVE SOURCES, AND 
"EL MERCURIO" ON AUGUST 28 GAVE IT A SOLID EXPOSITION. 

SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT EYZAGUIRRE ALSO STRESSED ITS 
SIGNIFICANCE IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR. 
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